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On behalf of the Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans, welcome to the 2012 Asian Pacific Day at the Capitol. This annual event 

is an important day to ensure that community members’ voices are heard at the state legislature. This year’s Day at the Capitol focuses on 

“Educational Success for Every Student.” The educational success of our youth is vitally important, especially as a 2 or 4-year degree 

becomes increasingly more essential in today’s job market. While the state of Minnesota has long been recognized for its accomplishments 

in public education, many Asian Pacific students in Minnesota still face many barriers in K-12 education and on the path to a post-

secondary degree. We encourage you to engage your state legislators in sharing concerns, solutions, and insights about the educational 

challenges we face together. To bring about a better future, we must be civically engaged with educational policies that affect our youth 

and to take ownership of legislation that can help close the achievement gap in Minnesota.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ilean Her 

Executive Director, Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans 

 

2012 
“Educational Success for Every Student!” 

 

Monday, March 19
th

, 2012 10-1 pm 
10 AM - Advocacy training (pre-registration required) 

11:30-12:45 PM – Public rally 

All-day – Legislative Visits and tours 

The 2012 Asian Pacific Day at the Capitol has been brought to you with the significant help of the Day at the Capitol 

steering committee: Rachel Endo, Christopher Tran, Hli Vang, Saengmany Ratsabout, Connie Mei Ledford, Melissa Kwon, 

Mary Tan, James Chang, Tenzin Tseky, and Brian Kao. 

 
We would like to thank the 2012 Asian Pacific Day at the Capitol Sponsors: 

Organizing Apprenticeship Project ∎ Hmong American Partnership ∎ Asian Women United ∎ United Cambodian Association 
of Minnesota ∎ Lao Assistance Center of Minnesota ∎ Cultural Society of Filipino-Americans ∎ Center for Hmong Arts & 
Talent ∎ Shades of Yellow ∎ The Arc Minnesota ∎ Lao Family Community of Minnesota, Inc. ∎ Vietnamese  Minnesotans 

Association  ∎ Association for the Advancement of Hmong Women in MN  ∎ Chinese Social Service Center  ∎ Southeast Asian 
Youth for Change ∎Wells Fargo Asian Connection ∎ Asian Media Access  ∎ Southeast Asian Ministry ∎ Community Action 
Against Racism (CAAR) ∎ Hmong Parent Advisory Council - Saint Paul Public Schools  ∎ Karen Parent Advisory Council - 

Saint Paul Public Schools  ∎ Japanese American Citizens League - Twin Cities chapter ∎ Diversity Council – Rochester, 
Minnesota ∎ College of Business, Concordia University ∎ Southeast Asian Teacher Program, Concordia University ∎ Hmong 
Culture and Language Program, Concordia University ∎ Asian Women’s Association – St. Catherine University ∎ Ethnic and 
Religious Studies Department - Metropolitan State University (MSU) ∎ Pan-Asian Student Services – MSU ∎ Asian-American 

Student Union - University of MN, Twin Cities (UMN-TC)  ∎ Malaysian Student Association – UMN-TC ∎ Asian American 
Studies Program - UMN-TC ∎ Pi Delta Psi Fraternity – UMN-TC ∎ Asian / Pacific American Student Association - University of 
MN, Duluth ∎ Hmong Student Association - MN State University, Mankato ∎ Vietnamese American Student Association - MN 

State University, Mankato ∎ American Pacific Student Organization - MN State University, Mankato  
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Public rally and 2012 Education Report on Asian Pacific students  
11:30 to 12:45 pm, State Capitol Rotunda 

 

Join community members, state leaders, and advocates in a public rally on the pressing 

educational issues that face our communities.  Speakers at the 2012 Asian Pacific Day at the 

Capitol will include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rick Mills, Minneapolis Public Schools, Chief Executive Officer 
 Kazoua Kong-Thao, Equity & Diversity Director, Minneapolis Public Schools 
 Kaying Thao, Roseville Area School Board 
 Vichet Chhuon, Dept. of Curriculum and Instruction, University of Minnesota 
 Performance by Malaysian Student Association, University of Minnesota 
 And more! 

 

You can speak on the many topics that legislators are thinking of this session: 

 
Integration and the value of diversity 

In 2011, the legislature voted to end and repurpose 

integration funding for public schools. Last year, students 

testified on the value of diversity, raising points such as 

segregated classrooms are intimidating to students of color, 

especially when they are the token student in classrooms. 

Tell your legislator your take on valuing diversity in 

schools. 

 

Effective teachers 

This year, legislators are discussing how to evaluate the 

effectiveness of teachers. Test scores are important, but 

there is so much more to a teacher’s effectiveness, such as 

genuine communication with students and parents, creating 

a safe environment to learn, etc. Tell your legislator what 

you value in good teachers. 

 

School funding 

In the last legislative session, public school funding was 

reduced in a funding shift. Cuts can result in a reduced 

teaching staff, more students per classroom, less support 

staff (interpreters, parent liaison, etc). Tell your legislator 

what funding cuts mean to you. 

 

 

Good ideas: What works in supporting our students? 

Do you know of an organization with excellent educational 

programing for youth? Tell your legislator the success of 

these programs or invite youth to speak directly to 

legislators about the difference these programs have made. 

 

The road to higher education. 

With less and less public scholarships available, paying for 

higher education can be difficult for all students. In addition 

to financial barriers, there is also an information gap, 

especially for first-time students and students whose 

parents do not speak English well. Talk to legislators about 

what pursing college is like for you or your family. 

 

Facts, not fiction. 

The model minority myth is not a compliment. The belief 

that all Asian Pacific students are doing well in education 

means that less attention, resources, and support are given 

to Asian Pacific students. We know there are significant 

educational challenges for our students due to language 

barriers, refugee experiences, bullying, unstable living 

conditions, or even health issues. Share your story with 

legislators about education.

 

Asst. Comm. 

Rose Chu 

MN Department 

of Education 

Senator 

John Harrington 

 

MN Senate 

Superintendent 
Valeria Silva 

St. Paul Public 

Schools 

Commissioner 

Kevin Lindsey 

MN Department 

of Human Rights 

 

Representative 

Dean Urdahl 

MN House of 

Representatives 
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