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Asian Economic Development Association
377 University Ave W, Suite D

Saint Paul, MN 55103
651-222-7798

www.aeda-mn.org 
info@aeda-mn.org

 
CAPI

3702 East Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-721-0122
www.capiusa.org
info@capiusa.org

 
Hmong American Partnership

1075 Arcade Street
Saint Paul, MN 55106

 651-495-9160
www.hmong.org

hapmail@hmong.org

India Association of Minnesota
P.O. Box 130158

Saint Paul, MN 55113
651-321 3421

www.iamn.org
president@iamn.org

Karen Organization of Minnesota
1394 Jackson St., Ste. 200

Saint Paul, MN 55117 
651-788-7593

www.mnkaren.org
info@mnkaren.org

Vietnamese American Business Association
401 North Robert St. Suite 150

Saint Paul, MN 55101
www.vabamn.org

The Family Housing Fund is a 
nonprofit organization whose mis-
sion is to provide safe, affordable, 
sustainable homes to all families in 
the Twin Cities metropolitan area 
through ongoing partnerships with 

the public and private sector.

www.fhfund.org

FAIR SPONSORSFAIR ORGANIZERS
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WELCOME LETTER
Dear Attendees, 

Welcome to the First Annual Small Business and Housing Resources Fair! We are thrilled that you have  
chosen to participate in this exciting event. We have compiled this program to assist you throughout the day. 
You can find detailed descriptions of workshops and vendors throughout these pages. 

This fair is the first of its kind in the Twin Cities because it brings together resources from a spectrum of  
organizations and businesses to help empower Minnesota’s diverse and unique Asian communities. From busi-
ness planning and loans, to legal services, mortgages, renters’ rights and affordable housing, we hope you find 
the information you need to be successful business and home owners. 

I would like to thank Hamline University for hosting this fair in their beautiful new Anderson Center. We 
appreciate their accommodation and hospitality. I would also like to thank our planning committee, including 
the Vietnamese American Business Association, the Karen Organization of Minnesota, the India Association of 
Minnesota, the Hmong American Partnership, and CAPI. Lastly, I would like acknowledge the Family Housing 
Fund for their generous donation to help make this fair possible. 

Sincerely, 

Va-megn Thoj

Va-megn Thoj
Executive Director
Asian Economic Development Association (AEDA)
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WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

Robbins Science Center — Lower Level Map

Entrance to building. Classrooms are 
downstairs. Anderson Center

 10 AM 
ROOM  5
*Repeated at 1PM 

 10 AM 
ROOM 12

 10 AM 
ROOM  9

IMPORTANT ISSUES TO CONSIDER BEFORE OPENING A BUSINESS
John Flory, Latino Economic Development Center (LEDC)
This workshop will identify questions that a business person should be able to answer before launching a business.  
This is only a general introduction which will include 1) Clarification of the business idea, 2) Evaluation of the en-
trepreneur’s capacity, 3) Evaluation of the market for the product or service offered, 4) Government regulations and 
licenses, 5) Cost of opening and cost of operating. Contact John at john@ledc-mn.org. 

BECOMING A HOMEOWNER  |  Choua Que Her, Hmong American Partnership
Are you thinking about buying your first home? Whether you are looking for a house, a condo or a duplex, this pur-
chase is often one of the most important events in your life. How do you plan such a purchase? What are the costs? 
What do you need to consider? Get the tools you need to become a homeowner.  This exciting workshop will cover 
the basic steps of preparing to buy a house. You will learn the following areas: Becoming a Homeowner, Money 
Management, Credit, Mortgage Loan, Real Estate 101, Loan Closing, and Life as a Homeowner. 

FINANCIAL PLANNING FOR SMALL BUSINESSES  |  Sai Thao, Neighborhood Development Center
There is evidence that lack of financial planning and monitoring is the reason many small businesses fail. However, 
good financial planning and monitoring can help reduce business risk. In this workshop, we will show you how to 
prepare a budget, understand cash flow and basic bookkeeping methods. Contact Sai at sthao@ndc-mn.org.
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WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

12 PM 
ROOM 12 

HOW TO READ, REBUILD & USE CREDIT RESPONSIBLY | Phia Vue, Eastside Financial Center
Participants will review why credit is important and learn how to read, rebuild, and repair their credit history.

 12 PM 
ROOM 9

HOMEOWNERSHIP & LEGAL ISSUES    |  Diane Dube, William Mitchell Community Development Clinic
Attorneys Diane Dube and Lawrence Moloney will highlight legal issues and problems homeowners may face, and 
will discuss legal resources to turn to when these issues arise.  This workshop is geared to first time homeowners and 
those considering buying a home. There will be time for questions.  

12 PM 
ROOM 5 

OWNING A FRANCHISE  |  Debra Stafford & Tou F. Lee
This workshop offers informative data on the franchise world which consists of nearly 3,500 brand options ranging 
from fast-food to healthcare to retail. As experienced franchise owners, Debra and Tou will provide resources and 
guide interested franchise owners through the information gathering and decision-making process. Debra Stafford 
is co-owner of Cartridge World Blaine, contact Debra at dstafford@cw-mn.com. Tou F. Lee is the owner of three 
Dairy Queen®/Orange Julius® restaurants, contact Tou at toufue_lee@yahoo.com.

 11 AM 
ROOM 5

 11 AM 
ROOM 9 

 11 AM 
ROOM 12

ALMOST ZEN-LIKE BUSINESS PLANNING  |  Victor Vong Lee 
The concept of taking an idea and turning it into a business is harder then it seems. It will demand the right ingredi-
ents to make it successful.  Most importantly, it begins with the understanding of oneself.  Do you know who you are 
and what you can do? Come and learn to align yourself with the world around you; understand the constant changes 
facing you in this fast pace society of the business world. Contact Victor at vonglee@msn.com.

BUSINESS LAW FOR BEGINNERS, ENTREPRENEURS AND SMALL BUSINESSES  
Joe Levitt, Davis Law Office, LLC
Attorney Joe Levitt from the Davis Law Office, LLC will highlight legal issues and problems small business owners 
may face, and will discuss legal resources to turn to when these issues arise.  This workshop is geared to small 
business owners or those considering starting a small business. Topics will include starting a business in Minneso-
ta; Healthcare changes affecting small businesses; Tax deductions for small businesses; Operating a franchise and 
Social Media policies for small businesses. There will be time for questions.

MINNESOTA HOUSING MORTGAGE LOAN PROGRAMS  |  Ed Luna, Minnesota Housing Finance Agency
If you’re looking to buy or refinance a home, this breakout session is for you. Learn about Minnesota Housing’s 
wide range of affordable mortgage loan products, including first time homebuyer programs, refinancing options and 
down payment assistance loans. You’ll also find out how to qualify and apply for a Minnesota Housing loan that will 
fit your budget. 
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2 PM 
ROOM 5

A SHORT INTRO TO MARKETING AND BRANDING  |  Kia Kehrer, Asian Economic Development Association  
This workshop will be a short overview into the importance of marketing and branding a business whether it is an 
office, retail, or a restaurant. The examples and tips given will hopefully enhance or inspire you to take further steps 
to grow your business.

2 PM 
ROOM 12 

WORKSHOP WILL BE IN HMONG (HMOOB)
HOW TO READ, REBUILD & USE CREDIT RESPONSIBLY | Phia Vue, Eastside Financial Center
Participants will review why credit is important and learn how to read, rebuild, and repair their credit history.

1 PM 
ROOM 9

YOUR RIGHTS AS A RENTER  |  Matt Eichenlaub, HOMELine   
HOMELine is a tenant rights hotline and has been giving advice to Minnesota tenants for over 20 years. This free 
service advises over 10,000 tenants per year. Matt Eichenlaub has worked with HOME Line for over 5 years. Today, 
he will discuss the basics of renting in Minnesota. Contact Matt at matte@homelinemn.org.

1 PM 
ROOM 5 

1 PM 
ROOM 12

WORKSHOP WILL BE IN HMONG (HMOOB) 
BECOMING A HOMEOWNER  |  Choua Que Her, Hmong American Partnership
Are you thinking about buying your first home? Whether you are looking for a house, a condo or a duplex, this pur-
chase is often one of the most important events in your life. How do you plan such a purchase? What are the costs? 
What do you need to consider? Get the tools you need to become a homeowner.  This exciting workshop will cover 
the basic steps of preparing to buy a house. You will learn the following areas: Becoming a Homeowner, Money 
Management, Credit, Mortgage Loan, Real Estate 101, Loan Closing, and Life as a Homeowner. 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE
IMPORTANT ISSUES TO CONSIDER BEFORE OPENING A BUSINESS
John Flory, Latino Economic Development Center (LEDC).
This workshop will identify questions that a business person should be able to answer before launching a business.  
This is only a general introduction which will include 1) Clarification of the business idea, 2) Evaluation of the en-
trepreneur’s capacity, 3) Evaluation of the market for the product or service offered, 4) Government regulations and 
licenses, 5) Cost of opening and cost of operating. Contact John at john@ledc-mn.org. 
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10 AM - 3PM 
Anderson Center

FREE LEGAL CLINIC

Asian Women  
Business Fellowship Program
Starting Summer 2014. Visit www.aeda-mn.org for more information.

The Asian Women Business Fellowship Program provides technical assistance and sup-
port to Asian women starting their own business or managing a family business to ensure 
success and realization of their power within the greater community. The program is an 
initiative of the Asian Economic Development Association, funded by the Women’s Foun-
dation of Minnesota. 

Come be a part of this unique and exciting program! 

Program Topic Areas:
• Financial Management and Resources
• Business Planning and Resources
• Rules, regulations, and governmental resources
• Contracts, leases, and legal resources
• Marketing, branding, and customers service

Send question and inquiries to: info@aeda-mn.org

The William Mitchell Community Development Clinic and Center for Law and 
Business have recruited attorneys and law students to provide referrals, legal infor-
mation and brief advice about homeownership and business issues.  Attorneys from 
SMRLS (the Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services) will also be available to 
answer questions about foreclosures, financing scams and landlord/tenant issues.
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VENDORS — BY CATEGORY
BUSINESS SUPPORT

FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYERS
RENTER SUPPORT

LEGAL SUPPORT

SOCIAL SERVICES

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

MORTGAGE LENDERS

BUSINESS LOANS

• Asian Economic Development Association
• City of Saint Paul Department of Human Rights &  

Equal Economic Opportunity (HREEO)
• Neighborhood Development Center (NDC)
• Northside Economic Opportunity Network (NEON)
• Vietnamese American Business Association (VABA)

• Sunrise Bank
• Neighborhood Development Center (NDC)

• Frogtown Rondo Home Fund
• Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity

• Bremer Bank
• Edge Home Finance
• US Bank
• Western Bank

• Hmong American Partnership (HAP)
• Minnesota Housing Finance Agency
• The Minnesota Association of REALTORS®
• Talbot Realty
• Western Bank

• AEON: Homes for Generations
• HousingLink

• Legal Shield
• William Mitchell College of Law

• CAPI
• Eastside Financial Center

HREEO Champions Justice and Equity by confronting issues of discrimination 
and providing innovative avenues for accessibility and economic  

opportunities for all residents and businesses.
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Find a lender near you at www.mnhousing.gov

•	 Affordable	monthly	payments	
•	 Low	interest	rates
•	 Downpayment	assistance

Ready	to	become	a	homeowner?										
We	can	help. 

Minnesota Housing finances affordable housing for low- and 
moderate-income Minnesotans while fostering strong communities.

Visit www.aeda-mn.org  
for more information.

Small Business 
Development Program

Start or grow your business with help from an  
experienced Business Counselor. Get support or 

learn about business loans, financing,  
marketing, and more through workshops and  

one-on-one consultations.
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VENDORS — ALPHABETICAL

BREMER BANK
8555 Eagle Pt. Blvd, Lake Elmo, MN, 55042  |  800-908-BANK  |  www.bremermortgage.com

Your mortgage partner is right next door. If you are ready to make your move, Bremer Bank is ready to 
help. Whether you’re a first time home buyer, buying another home or looking to refinance, we have the 
expertise you need. With local decisions, flexible terms, and responsive service, we are ready to help you 
navigate the financing process.  

ASIAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
377 University Ave W, Suite D, Saint Paul, MN 55103  |  Joo-Hee Pomplun  |  651-222-7798  |  www.aeda-mn.org

The Asian Economic Development Association (AEDA) is a 501c3 grassroots economic development 
organization with a special focus on micro-entrepreneurs and small businesses in Minnesota’s Asian 
communities. AEDA’s Small Business Development Program provides micro-loans and business assis-
tance to qualified individuals.  

AEON: HOMES FOR GENERATIONS
901 N 3rd Street, Suite 150, Minneapolis, MN 55401  |  Alycia Klatt  |  763-561-1250  |  www.aeonmn.org

AEON is a nonprofit developer, owner, and manager of high-quality affordable apartments and town 
homes located throughout the Twin Cities. Search for properties at www.aeonmn.org.

CITY OF SAINT PAUL DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS &  
EQUAL ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY (HREEO)
15 W. Kellogg Blvd., City Hall 280, Saint Paul, 55103  |  651-266-8900  |  www.stpaul.gov/hreeo

The City of Saint Paul Department of Human Rights and Equal Economic Opportunity champions justice 
and equity by confronting issues of discrimination and providing innovative avenues for accessibility and 
economic opportunities for all residents and businesses. 

EASTSIDE FINANCIAL CENTER
965 Payne Ave, St. Paul, MN 55130  |  651.771.2566  |  www.lssmn.org

The Eastside Financial Center is a unique community-based center that offers families and individuals 
the opportunity to create and build financial assets to improve their financial wellbeing through the com-
bination of innovative financial services and programs. Services are geared to meet the needs and aspira-
tions of people with low-to-moderate incomes, but are applicable and are available regardless of income.

CAPI
3702 E. Lake St. Minneapolis, MN, 55406  |  Sandy’Ci Moua  |   612-721-0122  |  www.capiusa.org

CAPI USA is a human service and community development agency that annually serves and advocates 
for more than 3,000 immigrants and refugees living in the Twin Cities area. CAPI USA’s diverse and 
multi-lingual staff are committed to holistic, relationship-based service delivery that builds social and 
economic capital, allowing people of all nationalities to lead successful and productive lives in the Twin 
Cities. CAPI’s core program areas include: Food and Nutrition, Health and Human, Employment Train-
ing and Placement Services, and Civic Engagement/Community Development. 
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VENDORS — ALPHABETICAL

HMONG AMERICAN PARTNERSHIP
1075 Arcade St., Saint Paul, MN 55106  |  651-495-9160  |  www.hmong.org

Hmong American Partnership (HAP) is a social service and community development organization founded 
in 1990. Hmong American Partnership helps people in vital ways to achieve the American Dream. We offer 
employment services, education, training, children and family services, housing, transportation, and many 
other services. Last year, we served over 5,000 families. We helped people get jobs, learn English, be suc-
cessful in school, go to college, become a first-time homebuyers, and find safe, affordable housing.  

FROGTOWN RONDO HOME FUND
25 W. 4th Street, Suite 1100, Saint Paul, MN 55102  |  Andy Barnett  |  612-490-8398  |  andy.barnett@ci.stpaul.mn.us

The Frogtown Rondo Home Fund brings together over thirty community organizations, housing providers, 
local government and foundations to coordinate and enhance investments to create quality, stable housing 
for neighborhood residents. 

800-908-BANK (2265)
Bremer.com

Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.  
© 2013 Bremer Financial Corporation.  
All rights reserved.

Your mortgage  
partner is  
right next door.

MAKE YOUR MOVE. 

If you’re ready to make your move, Bremer Bank 
is ready to help. Whether you’re a first-time 
home buyer, buying another home or looking 
to refinance, Bremer Bank has the expertise 
you need. With local decisions, flexible terms 
and responsive service, we’re ready to help you 
navigate the financing process.

AsianPacificHousingFair.indd   1 12/2/13   10:55 AM

EDGE HOME FINANCE
Ken King  |  763-442-5723  | www.edgehomefinance.com  |  kking@edgehomefinance.com

At Edge Home Finance Corporation, we treat each customer as an individual, not a number. We don’t place 
you into a loan profile formula created by the banking industry. We work with many wholesale lenders that 
provide a wide variety of products. Stop by and speak with Ken King about your home finance needs. 
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VENDORS — ALPHABETICAL

NORTHSIDE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY NETWORK (NEON)
1011 W Broadway Ave #100, Minneapolis, MN  |  612-302-1505  |  www.neon-mn.org

Northside Economic Opportunity Network’s (NEON) promotes economic equity by identifying business 
ownership as a path toward income generation and long-term asset building. For the next three years 
NEON will increase work to support, sustain, and expand the number of culturally diverse businesses 
owned and operated in North Minneapolis.

MINNESOTA HOUSING FINANCIAL AGENCY
400 Sibley St., Suite 300, St. Paul, MN 55101  |  651-296-8215  |  www.mnhousing.gov

Minnesota Housing finances affordable housing for low and moderate income Minnesotans while foster-
ing strong communities.

NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT CENTER (NDC)
663 University Ave, Suite 200, St. Paul, MN 55104  |  651-291-2480  |  www.ndc-mn.org

NDC believes that residents, small businesses and neighborhood groups in all communities have the 
talent, energy, and ability to engage and revitalize their own communities.  NDC is celebrating 20 years 
of community revitalization. Since May of 1993--in eight ethnic communities and 25 low-income neigh-
borhoods in Minnesota--NDC has helped build community support around the idea of creating, financing, 
and supporting resident-owned small businesses as a means of revitalizing inner city neighborhoods. 
There are more then 450 NDC-assisted businesses currently in operation. These bushiness are building 
neighborhood economies-from within.

MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®
5750 Lincoln Dr., Edina, MN, 55436  |  Christine Berger  |  952-912-2665  |  www.mnrealtor.com

The Minnesota Association of Realtors is a trade association representing its 17,000 realtor members 
in Minnesota. We support the realtor membership with services so that they can better serve their home 
buying and selling clients. We are the voice for real estate in Minnesota. Stop by our both to ask question 
about buying or selling a home. 

LEGAL SHIELD
Ken King  |  763-442-5723  |  www.seeyourlegalplan.com/King

Unexpected legal questions arise every day and with LegalShield on your side, you’ll have access to a 
quality law firm for as little as $20 a month.

HOUSING LINK
Josh Dye  |  www.housinglink.org

Affordable housing resources and information for renters, landlords, researchers and policy makers. 
Search for subsidized and affordable rental housing at www.housinglink.org.
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Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are
available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change
without notice. Visit usbank.com to learn more about U.S. Bank products and services. Mortgage
and Deposit products are offered by U.S. Bank National Association. ©2013 U.S. Bank Member FDIC.

The U.S. Bank American Dream mortgage is a community outreach
program that offers eligible homebuyers a mortgage option with
flexible mortgage loan terms. U.S. Bank has successfully closed
millions of dollars of American Dream mortgages for borrowers
helping them achieve their dream of owning their own home.

VINCENT JUNG, CRA Mortgage Loan Originator 
763.391.8123 Office •   626.808.2855 Cell 
vincent.jung@usbank.com 
NMLS #: 488861 

Call today for more information.

EQUAL HOUSING   

Make your dreams a reality
with the American Dream Mortgage.

usbank.com/mortgage
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SUNRISE BANK
200 University Ave W, Saint Paul, MN, 55103  |  Khue Yang |  651-265-5600  |  www.sunrisebanks.com

Sunrise Bank is the most innovative bank empowering the underserved to achieve. We are a full service bank 
offering consumer banking and lending, business banking and lending, prepaid cards and cash management 
services. Sunrise Bank is a member of FDIC and is an Equal Housing Lender. NMLS# 640909.

U.S. BANK
7600 W. Broadway, Brooklyn Park, MN, 55428  |  Vincent Jung |  763-391-8123  |  mtg.usbank.com/vincent_jung

Our First Time Home Buyer Program, American Dream Loan, includes no mortgage insurance with a 3% down 
payment, $3000 entry cost assistance, repair escrow of up to $5,000, a 30 year fixed mortgage, and no credit 
score is required. 

TALBOT REALTY
William Yang |  651-295-6861  |  www.talbotrealtyinc.com  |  william@TalbotRealtyInc.com.

Our aim is to partner with you to find the place where memories are made. Speak with William Yang today 
about buying or selling our home.

WESTERN BANK
663 University Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104  |  Tim Beverly & Terri Nelson |  651-290-7800 or 651-290-7845

Western Bank promotes first time home buyers homeownership with downpayment and closing assistance for 
low to moderate income borrowers. Our Start-Up and Step Up program includes downpayment assistance up to 
$10,000 and for borrows who qualify there are grants and low interest rates loans available. 

WILLIAM MITCHELL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CLINIC,  LEGAL CLINIC
Diane Dube  |  651-290-7510  |  diane.dube@wmitchell.edu

The William Mitchell Community Development Clinic and Center for Law and Business have recruited attor-
neys and law students to provide referrals, legal information and brief advice about homeownership and busi-
ness issues.  Attorneys from SMRLS (the Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services) will also be available to 
answer questions about foreclosures, financing scams and landlord/tenant issues.

VIETNAMESE AMERICAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 4184  |  Vinh Ho |  612-845-6550  |  www.vabamn.org  | vinh@vabamn.org

The Vietnamese American Business Association is the Twin Cities business association for Vietnamese 
businesses, offering support, professional development, and networking opportunities. 

TWIN CITIES HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
3001 4th St. SE, Minneapolis, MN, 55414 |  Alice Melton  |  612-331-4090  |  www.tchabitat.org

Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity is a faith-based housing ministry dedicated to eliminating poverty housing in 
the Twin Cities and making decent, affordable shelter for all people a matter of conscience. We build and sell 
homes to low income families at an affordable price, assist current homeowners to repair and maintain their 
homes, and also offer foreclosure counseling to Minneapolis residents.

VENDORS — ALPHABETICAL
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Khue Yang
Assistant Vice President

Commercial Loans

sunrisebanks.com

DEFYING
EXPECTATIONS
The most innovative  bank
in small business lending.

Visit www.aeda-mn.org  
for more information.

Small Business 
Development Program

Start or grow your business with help from an  
experienced Business Counselor. Get support or 

learn about business loans, financing,  
marketing, and more through workshops and  

one-on-one consultations.



Thank you for your participation!

For comments, questions or feedback please email Joo-Hee Pomplun at joohee@aeda-mn.org

OPEN

CURRY 
HOUSE


