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Introduction 

Minnesota has long been recognized as a national leader in public education.  However, the 

persistence of an achievement gap in Minnesota tells another story of how we are overlooking the 

needs of our children.  According to a report by the Minnesota Campaign for Achievement Now 

(MinnCAN), Asian Pacific Minnesotan in 4th grade ranked 27 out of 32 states in math proficiency 

while 8th graders ranked 24th out of 28th states in reading proficiency. 

 

Recent 2010 MCA-II test scores revealed that for Asian Pacific students, only 60% of 10th 

grader were proficient in reading and only 40% of 11th grader were proficient in math. More 

troubling were the 2010 Mathematics Test for English Language Learners (MTELL) results where 

only 4.2% of all MTELL test takers were proficient. 

 

Understanding the Data 

 To better understand the MCA II scores, there is a need to “unpack” the data as there is a 

wide variance of socio-economic backgrounds within the Asian category. The American 

Communities Survey data on Educational Attainment highlights the strong possibility that Asian-

Indian and Chinese populations are scoring higher on MCA II tests and masking much lower MCA II 

scores of Hmong, Vietnamese, and other Asian ethnic groups.   

 

 

Figure 1 - Data from 2006-08 and 2009 ACS 
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Less Than High School 8.90% 19.10% 6.30% 39.00% 12.80% 30.30%

High School 28.20% 18.7% 7.00% 25.60% 12.8% 20.3%

Some College 31.90% 19.6% 10.50% 22.30% 11.30% 24.40%

College Degree 21.20% 22.50% 35.30% 10.10% 25.20% 17.10%

Advanced Degree 9.90% 20.1% 40.90% 3.10% 37.90% 8.00%
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For more information about this policy brief, please contact the Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans, at 

capm@state.mn.us  

The urgency of addressing achievement gaps 

 The MN State Demographic Center predicts the Asian population will grow to 391,400 in 

2035, a gain of 114 percent compared to 2005, with 82% of them living in the Twin Cities. Nearly 

58,991 will be children of Asian Pacific background (approximately 5% of all MN children). 

 

In 2008, only 19% of Asian Pacific students taking the ACT were college-ready, yet by 2018, 

70% of all jobs in MN and 63% in the nation will require 2 years of education after high school. It 

goes without saying that there is an urgent need to address the educational achievement gap for 

Minnesota’s future workforce. 

 

Educational Barriers for Asian Pacific Students 

Educational barriers specific to the Asian Pacific community stems largely from differences 

in cultural expectations and gender roles, financial pressures, limited English proficiency, and 

circumstances found both in the home and in the school. In 2008, the Council on Asian Pacific 

Minnesotans conducted interviews with 45 Southeast Asian students and found that: 

• schools did not adequately address the needs of 

o newcomers who lacked previous formal education in refugee camps  or their 

countries of origins 

o teen mothers of Asian Pacific backgrounds 

o students with limited English  

• students experienced inappropriate placement into mainstream classes without adequate 

academic preparation 

• students experienced a lack of emotional support from their families and schools 

• students experienced a lack of cultural sensitivity from teachers 

 

Recommended solutions  

The Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans, based on our 2008 report and feedback from community 

members, recommends the following solutions for policy-makers to consider: 

• Support professional development of teachers, counselors, and administrators to improve 

cultural competency on how to address barriers for immigrant children, both at home and 

in school 

• Acknowledge and address the special needs of non-English speaking newcomers  

• Continue to support counselors, bilingual staff, and cultural liaisons in the schools to 

provide emotional, professional, academic support for Asian Pacific students and families 

• Provide emotional as well as academic support early and often to at-risk students  

• Support school initiatives that increase parental involvement and support in their children’s 

education 


