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Asian Pacific Day at the Capitol 

Set for March 14, 2011 
 

Building relationships with elected officials has never been more important.  With a state budget 

deficit of $5 billion and 60 new legislators, communicating with those who will be making the 

decisions at the Legislature is critical to promoting the well-being of the Asian Pacific community. 

 

The Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans’ annual “Day at the Capitol” is a terrific way to do just 

that.  We’ve invited key legislators and community leaders to address the group and we’ll show 

you how to meet with your own legislators, too. 

 

10:00 AM - Advocacy Training 101 

Making your voice heard at the capitol is less difficult than it seems. We’ve arranged an 

advocacy training session at 10 am. Attendees can learn about the issues we’re following and 

how to add your voice at the legislature about the issues you care about. 

 

11:30 AM – Welcome Address 

The following legislators have sent their intent to address the audience: 

• Sen. John Marty (54, Vadnais Heights, Shoreview, Roseville)  

• Rep. Paul Thissen (63A, Richfield and Minneapolis; House Minority Leader) 

• Rep. Rena Moran (65A, St. Paul) 

• Rep. Joe Mullery (58A, Minneapolis) 

Community leaders and non-profit organizations will also be present to speak to legislators and 

community members: 

• Cultural Society of Filipino-Americans 

• Chinese Social Service Center 

• Neighborhood House 

• Asian Women United of Minnesota 

• Hmong American Partnership 

• more to come! 

 

1:00 PM – Capitol Tour or Contact your legislator 

Learn where capitol resources for citizen advocates are. If you wish to contact your legislator, 

please email us ahead of time at capm@state.mn.us  

 

Register today for this important event at http://apidatc.eventbrite.com/ 
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Current Threats to the Asian Pacific Community: 

The current legislature is facing a $5 billion budget deficit (about 1/8 of our total budget 

expenditure of $39 billion). The legislature has proposed an “all-cuts” budget while Gov. Dayton 

has proposed a mixed approach of both increased taxes on wealthier Minnesotans and cuts. 

 
Highlights among the proposed cuts by the GOP-led 

legislature were: 

• Cuts to Local Government Aid 

• Health and Human Services 

• CCSA block grants (Mental health care for 

children and adults) 

• Higher Education 

• $200 million cut among state agencies 

Highlights among Gov. Dayton’s budget were: 

• Cuts to health care for 7,200 low-income adults 

o Minnesota CARE health insurance 

capped at 200% of the poverty level or 

$44,700 for a family of four) 

• Increase in spending for K-12 education 

• Cuts to higher education 

• 2.8% decrease to Human Services  

 

Although the legislature and governor have proposed vastly different budget solutions, it is clear 

that our budget deficient threatens many areas important to the Asian Pacific community, 

including access and affordability to higher education, human services, and health programs.  

 

Community members are encouraged to add their voices at the capitol to inform legislators what 

programs and services are important to them. 

 

 

Legislative Issues we’re following: 

Educational Achievement Gap 

 

In student achievement, Minnesota’s Asian-American students trail their peers among states 

with large numbers of Asian-American students: 

• Asian-American 4th graders rank 27 out of 32 states in math and 28 out of 33 states in 

reading. 

• Asian-American 8th grade students rank 24 out of 28 states in math and close to the 

bottom in reading, 23 out of 26 states. 

• Only 3% of English-language-learning 8th graders could read proficiently. 

• Only 68% of Asian-American students graduate high school compared to 82% of whites. 

 

Employment and workforce development 

 

During the recent recession, many communities experienced difficulty with employment, 

including the Asian Pacific community. In 2009: 

• At least 10,000 Asian Pacific Minnesotans were unemployed 

• Asian Pacific unemployment was 7.6% compared to 5.3% for whites. 

o Unemployment levels for unskilled workers and those with limited English were 

likely to be much higher. 

• Lack of English proficiency and lack of transferable job skills continue to be a serious 

barrier in gaining employment 

Ending Health Disparities 
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The Asian Pacific community has reported high instances of health concerns, including PTSD, 

mental illness, suicide, stroke, hepatitis b, heart disease, obesity, and substance abuse. Many 

of these concerns are disproportionately high compared to other racial groups or are rising. 

 

The AP community also experiences disparities in health care access and quality of care due to 

lack of health insurance, linguistic and cultural barriers, and lack of knowledge of risk factors. 

 

Official English 

 

HF 64, a bill making English the official language of Minnesota, threatens to remove many 

linguistic interpreters and translation services for communities with limited English. It also 

requires all driving license exams to be administered in English without an interpreter, which is 

vastly different from requiring exam takers to understand the English language traffic signs and 

messages commonly seen on the road. 

 

Without recognizing the strong commitment among new Americans to learn English, this 

proposed bill is counter-productive in that it makes it harder for new immigrant and refugee 

populations to integrate with mainstream society. CAPM opposes HF 64. 

 

Protecting immigrants’ access to police 

 

HF 691 and HF 358 threaten immigrants’ access to public safety services. HF 691 would require 

law enforcement officers to record the citizenship and immigration status of felon arrestees and 

requires peace officers to report suspected immigration violations. HF 358 would repeal existing 

Minneapolis and St. Paul laws that protect new American populations from undue prosecution 

from police concerning immigration status. 

 

It is important to remember that if immigrant and refugee populations fear unwarranted 

prosecution from police, they may choose not to contact police when they need their services 

the most 

 

For instance, perpetrators of domestic violence have used the threat of deportation to keep 

victims from turning to the police for help. Many victims, even as legal immigrants, do not 

understand immigration law well and do not contact the police in fear of being deported. CAPM 

opposes bills that would reduce immigrant and refugee population’s access to public safety 

services. 


