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On November 9th, 2011, the Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans will host a roundtable focused on 

the South Asian community and immigration. In light of this upcoming event, I want to ask you one 

question: 

“Do you know how the immigration system affects our communities?” 

In Minnesota and the United State, more than 62% of Asians are foreign born. Like many other 

immigrants from around the globe, the United States of America became my home in 2000. I am 

ethnically Indian and my birthplace is Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. My family came to the US in search of a 

better lifestyle but due of my immigrant status, I face constant restrictions in education, 

employment, travel, and civic engagement. Under these conditions, our immigration system 

renders more value to an immigrant’s status rather than the immigrant herself.  

Educational access 

As a current university student, I know that financial aid is essential for access to higher education. 

However, federal financial assistance is denied to students who are not U.S citizens or permanent 

residents. Certain scholarships are out of reach for many immigrants because U.S citizenship is a pre-

requisite. Even private loans require a co-signer who is an U.S citizen or permanent resident. 

 

Employment 

For many immigrants seeking work, an “Employment Authorization Document” (EAD) is often required 

for legal employment. However, many complications can occur while securing an EAD, such as delays in 

issuing an EAD or limitations on where one can work.  

 

Travel 

The ability to travel has also affected my family due the restrictions in the immigration system.  When 

my grandmother fell seriously ill, my father was unable to visit due to limits placed on him due to his 

immigration status. It is unfortunate that my father contributes just as much as a citizen would to the 

well-being of this nation, but he is denied this basic right to see a loved one. 

 

Civic Engagement 

I know that many immigrants share the above concerns and more, but our voices are silenced by the fact 

that we are limited in our ability to vote or advocate on immigration reform.  I call this country my home 

like many others do, yet I am barred from participating in the voting process and my voice does not 

carry the same weight when contacting a congressperson. This is a nation of immigrants that flourishes 

each second with their successes, expertise, cultures, faith, and values. Why is this immigration system 

deciding to suppress them?  

 

I want to reaffirm that as immigrants, we matter to this nation and it’s time to voice our concerns in 

reforming the immigration system. I urge you attend the November 9th roundtable to discuss how 

immigration affects our communities. The concerns, views, and discussions will be collected and 

submitted to both the Minnesota congressional delegation and the Obama Administration. 

More information and RSVP at http://immiroundtable.eventbrite.com/ 



 

 

 

The significance of immigration to Minnesota 

Between 2000 and 2010, South Asian communities in Minnesota more than doubled from 18,468 to 

38,960. The Minnesota South Asian community’s recent drastic population increase portrays the 

significance of immigration and its implications. 

  2000 

Population 

2010 

Population 

% of 

growth 

  Asian Indian 16,887 33,031 95.6% 

  Bangladeshi 244 746 205.7% 

  Pakistani 930 2,402 158.3% 

  Sri Lankan 407 771 89.4% 

  Nepalese unknown 1,296 n/a 

South Asian 

Total 

18,468 38,246 107.1% 

MN populations; Source: 2000 and 2010 Census data 

This illustrates a new era of immigrants that will shape the policies for the upcoming years. Our 

understating and engagement in recognizing their needs and concerns will enable our state to 

handle the immigration issues justly.  

Event Details: South Asian Immigration Roundtable 

Wednesday, November 9, 6:00pm – 8:00pm. 

Washington County Library – R. H. Stafford Branch 

8595 Central Park Place, Woodbury, MN 55125 

More information and RSVP: http://immiroundtable.eventbrite.com 

 

### 

The Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans (CAPM) is a state agency created by the MN State 

Legislature advise the governor and members of the legislature on issues pertaining to Asian Pacific 

Minnesotans; to advocate on issues of importance to the Asian Pacific community; and to act as a 

broker between the Asian Pacific community and mainstream society. 

 

Questions and inquiries may be directed to Brian Kao at brian.kao@state.mn.us or (651) 757-1742. 


