
 

Dear Representative,  

 

On Saturday, February 25, 2012, Asian Pacific youth converged at the State Capitol to draw attention to 

the issues that impact them and to ask legislators for solutions.  Over 80 youth from all over the Twin 

Cities attended the Speak Up, Speak Out, Speak Now: Asian Pacific Youth & Civic Engagement 

Conference.  Youth council member, Shoreyeah Yang, spoke of the youth Council’s “resolve to get 

involved and work to improve conditions for Asian youth to live their best lives.” 

 

The event engaged youth through a training session on the tools of civic engagement, workshops to 

allow youth to talk about issues and recommend solutions, and an opportunity to present their solutions 

to the audience.  Youth discussed issues of economy and jobs, crime, bullying, human rights and sex 

trafficking, and education.   

 

Their analysis of the problems pertaining to each topic and their recommended solutions are followed; 

 

Economy and Jobs 

Issue - Unemployment for youth, aged 18 to 24, in today’s economy is almost 50%. 

- Many Asian American youth do not see prospective future opportunities because of 

the lack of educational opportunities to build their skills and knowledge. 

Solutions - More funding to support affordable higher education tuition for Asian-American 

Students 

- Lower state university and college tuition costs 

- Having healthy localized job environment that also reflects the communities they 

serve 

- Increase affirmative action plans in business so to reflect community 

- Redirect trust back into the government and banking system 

Crime 

Issue - The lack support from schools and at home to address issues of hate and race 

crimes.  

- Many youth turn to drug and alcohol abuse as a means of escape.   

- Teen suicide and thoughts of suicide is relevant in many Asian American teens. 

Solutions - Increase diversity and cultural awareness in schools and in the community 

- Leadership development for teachers, administrators, and students to know about 

the issue and to face them 

- Create program in schools where students feel safe to talk about these issues; like 

C.L.I.M.B High Achievers in Brooklyn Junior High or F.I.R.E. at Burnsville High School 

- Mental health and early intervention and prevention programs to help students 

before thoughts of suicide or drug/alcohol abuse becomes an option for escape 

- Increased government interactions with people to address issues 

Bullying 

Issue - Many Asian American students do not feel safe in school because they are made fun 

of based on stereotypes. 

- Bullying affects students’ success at school. 



Solutions - Create teacher workshops to help teachers understand how bullying affects 

students and what teachers can do to prevent it in their schools and classrooms 

- Early intervention: start equipping kids with tools to defuse bullying in elementary 

school 

- Have clubs in schools address the issue of bullying, such as, implementing a week 

for anti-bullying 

- Minnesota needs to strengthen laws about anti-bullying 

- Put more emphasis on diversity groups in school and in the community so that 

there is a space where students’ voices are heard and that they feel safe 

Human Rights and Sex Trafficking 

Issue - Many people have been hurt or harmed due to race, religion, gender, sex. 

- The lack of government support to address the issue of human rights abuses, such 

as the Karen people from Burma and Tibetans in China.  

Solutions - Government should intervene on international issues such as Tibet and the Karen 

people 

- Help build the momentum of grassroots movements and provide more 

opportunities between the community and government to work on issues together 

- Provide more programing to allow students, parents and the community to become 

informed and to get involved 

Education 

Issue - The achievement gap of Asian American students is high, especially when 

considering new immigrants like the Karen from Burma.  

- The stereotype of all Asian students doing well hurts the ones that are not doing 

well. 

Solutions - More English language programs, especially for recent immigrants 

- Need for more adult support outside of school, especially for students who may not 

be able to get the support from home 

- College readiness classes in school should be a priority in schools 

 

The youth became the change agents on Saturday, and it was their contributions that will help make 

Minnesota a better place to live.  Attached is a letter a youth wrote to you in hopes that you will 

consider their perspective and take their recommendations seriously. 

The Asian Pacific Youth Leadership Council (APYC) is a leadership program of the Council on Asian-Pacific 

Minnesotans, a state agency created by the legislature to advise them and the governor on issues of 

importance to Asian Pacific Minnesotans.  The mission of the APYC is to be the voice of their generation.  

For more information, contact the Council on Asian Pacific Minnesotans at capm@state.mn.us or 

contact Sandy Kwan at sandy.kwan@state.mn.us.  Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandy Kwan 

Capacity Development Coordinator  


