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 Comments: 
o “Great forum.  Please do more forums and encourage parents to attend.” 
o “I found this extremely valuable” 
o “I would like to suggest implementing Hmong Culture and Language classes 

in each school” 
o “Sad that I felt I missed a lot not translated into Hmong” 
o “Per Kazoua Kong-Thao: She said the white House does not know of the 

Hmong people so we would like to see more politicians leaders from 
Minnesota be our (Hmong) voice at the White House – ex: sharing info. On 
Hmong people to people at the White House.” 

o “How can we have education forums about the kids when they are not 
represented in the groups.  Look around the room.  Do you see any 
middle/high school students?  Why aren’t these students here to voice their 
problems and solutions rather than the teachers, administrators, parents, etc.  
I’m not just talking about the students getting A’s + B’s but the students 
getting D’s and F’s.  It might be hard, but they need to be here.  What is the 
state/school doing to get these students involved? 
Suggestion:  

 Have a conference by high school students to see what answers they 
can come up with for solutions. 

 Have them  generate a list of ideas that they see everyday 
 List all of the people they come in contact with (has to be during the 

school day)” 
 

o (via email pre-forum)  “Good morning, Hi my name Seng, I'm a veteran with 
two kids enroll in St. Paul School system. I'm also a college student myself. I 
just want to give you my point of view of what I think. This is my opinion in 
respond to your article in the HMONG TIMES. 

I can remember when I was growing up in the 80s-90s, my parent 
didn’t understand English or Math, and they didn’t even finish high school. 
My parents only knew that they must push my brother and me towards 
getting an education. Getting an education will better our life. My father 
wanted to see was A’s, he didn’t care to listen to our excuses. And one of my 
issues was when I was held back in second grade, my teacher didn’t care how 
I was doing. She gave me no extra help; I would sit there and acted like I 
knew what to do. I would raise my hand for help and she come back and told 
me to read the direction. But I had a hard time reading and understanding 
English. So when she approach me I gave her a blank paper, she just took it 
and fail me for the whole year.  Part of the problem is not our children, it’s 
the staff and how they view each individual student. When I first moved here 



a friend told me that I have to teach my kids, I was dumbfounded, that’s what 
schools are for. But when my son brought home, second grade homework, he 
didn’t understand what to do with it. I find myself explaining to my son his 
own homework to him. It’s not just one night out of the week, it’s almost 
every night. Now with my help for over a month my son can read and 
understand his homework by himself.  

These teachers are just another person like you and me who has their 
own issues in life. Their job is just another paycheck to them, but it shouldn’t 
be like that.  Not all teachers are like this. My daughter’s teacher is a great 
teacher who teaches my daughter and her class what to do, and ask them if 
they understood it. Teachers need to take pride in teaching to kids of all 
races. Take a survey and go observe classrooms, watch as kids are being 
ignored. Sure when you show up they act all respectful to all the kids. But talk 
to the kids that are failing. See if they are getting the attention they need. Ask 
them what’s on their mind, and you might find more than just neglect from 
the teachers. I am for the children of our future. We need to invest in them 
and protect them.  

Most parents today aren’t that different from my parents. Parent’s 
today worries about the bill, friends and family come first, religion, and their 
personal interest. Education isn’t a priority in a majority of hmong families 
these days. Ask yourself, do you ask your kids if they understand their 
homework or are you satisfied that they finish it.” 

 
 

 Small Group Discussions Notes: 1 
o What are some things you would like teachers and schools to do differently? 

 “Increase difficulty in school curriculum” 
 “Inform parents about how to aid kids at home” 
 “Help motivate students to continue/get more out of their education” 
 “something specific for parents to do” 
 “Communications, interaction among staff and parents” 
 “Intimidations” 
 “Participation and effort” 
 “Observations to implement useful techniques to success” 
 “Expectations – no exceptions” 

 
o What are some challenges you face when trying to help your child with their 

homework? 
 “Little formal background; not sure how to help kids” 
 “How do you help convince your child that education is important and 

to motivate them to study hard?” 
 “Difficult, parents seen as hypocrites so kids often don’t listen to 

parents” 
 “Lack of resource (technology, education, etc.) 
 “Lack of motivation” 
 “Limited communication” 



 “Raising awareness of programs” 
 “Setting an example” 

 
o What are some things you wish you can do to help your child succeed in 

school? 
 “Understand why they find education to be not very fun” 
 “Involvement” 

 


